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Church organists have to be extremely versatile: they are expected to offer a wide range of musi-
cal skills from playing voluntaries to accompanying hymns and choral settings. Different churches 
and denominations have different needs . Many organists do not feel properly equipped for their 
role, many have received no training at all and lack confidence in their skills. Many have no sup-
port to improve matters.

As part of our investment in our heritage of pipe organ music at St Andrew’s we would like,   not 
just to restore our fine organ, but also to invest in the skills needed to play it confidently.

The Royal School of Church Music has produced some excellent material on organ playing as part 
of their Church Music Skills programme which we intend to promote, encourage and adopt as part 
of our appeal.

Our organist Dr Robert Butcher has been playing the organ for 50 years in established and non-
established churches and has benefited from lessons in organ playing both as a teenager and an 
adult. This session will cover;

The history of the organ and how it works
The differences between playing the piano and the keyboard
How to the approach the pedals, or not!
How to make attractive music on the organ
Simple repertoire for different occasions

Opportunities for some free individual discussion and mentoring on these topics will be available 
following attendance at one these workshops. Please contact me to book a place or for further in-
formation. Places for this event will be limited to the first 10 people, although there will be other 
dates available in the future according to demand.

Robert Butcher  robertdocbutcher@gmail.com 07733226027
15, Ivel Bury Biggleswade Beds  SG18 0AG  

mailto:robertdocbutcher@gmail.com


          

or if you have been thinking about starting to play the organ but don't know where to start 

or if you’ve been playing for years and want some new ideas

Or if you are just interested in the organ and it’s music and want to know more about it

Then there is something for you!

If you would like further information please contact me at;

Dr Robert Butcher          or robertdocbutcher@gmail.com
15 Ivel Bury 
Biggleswade
Beds SG18 0AG
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